
Contents 3 

© 2018 Kersten Reich, Cologne: University of Cologne 

 

Contents 
 
Preface  ................................................................................................. 5 
 
Introduction .......................................................................................... 8 
 1. Looking at Our World from the Outside .............................................. 12 
 2. Aims, Structure, and Recommended Reading ................................... 21 

 
1. Capital, Forms of Capital, and Surplus Values – an Introduction 21 
 1. What is Capital? What are Forms of Capital? ..................................... 21 
 2. Surplus Value as the Key to Understanding Forms of Capital ........... 32 

  
2. Economic Capital ............................................................................39 
 2.1 What is Economic Capital and Where Does it Come From? ............ 39 
 2.2 Surplus Value of Economic Capital ................................................... 88 
  1 Production of Surplus Value by Wage Labor ................................. 89 
           2 Production of Surplus Value through Supply and Demand ........... 93 
  3 Creation of Surplus Value through Illusion, Deception,  
              and Fraud ....................................................................................... 97 
           4 Production of Surplus Value through Parasitic Profits ................. 100 
  5 Summary ...................................................................................... 103 
 2.3 Social Utilization of Economic Capital ............................................. 107 
 2.4 Individual Use of Economic Capital ................................................ 132 

  
3. Social Capital ................................................................................ 149 
 3.1 What is Social Capital and How is it Created? ............................... 149 
 3.2 Surplus Value of Social Capital ....................................................... 170 
  1 Production of Surplus Value through Relationship Building  ....... 173 
           2 Production of Surplus Value through Supply and Demand ......... 182 
  3 Creation of Surplus Value through Illusion, Deception,  
      and Fraud .................................................................................... 184 
           4 Production of Surplus Value through Parasitic Participation ....... 188 
   5 Summary ..................................................................................... 193 
 3.3 The Societal Use of Social Capital .................................................. 194 
 3.4 Individual Use of Social Capital ....................................................... 207 

 
4. Cultural Capital ............................................................................. 217 
 4.1 What is Cultural Capital and How is it Created? ............................. 217 
 4.2 The Surplus Value of Cultural Capital ............................................. 241 
  1 Production of Surplus Value through Cultural Labor ................... 242 
           2 Production of Surplus Value through Supply and Demand ......... 253 
  3 Creation of Surplus Value through Illusion, Deception,  
     and Fraud ..................................................................................... 255 
     4 Production of Surplus Value through Parasitic Gains ................... 257 
 5 Summary ....................................................................................... 258 



4  Surplues Values – A New Theory of Forms of Capital in Our Times 

© 2018 Kersten Reich, Cologne: University of Cologne 

 

 4.3 The Social Use of Cultural Capital .................................................. 259 
 4.4 Individual Use of Cultural Capital .................................................... 263 

 
5. Body Capital ................................................................................. 268 
 5.1 How Does Body Capital Emerge? ................................................... 268 
 5.2 The Surplus Value of Body Capital ................................................. 280 
 1 Production of Surplus Value through Work for Health, Fitness, 
    Erotic and Biocapital ...................................................................... 281 
          2 Production of Surplus Value through Supply and Demand .......... 294 
 3 Creation of Surplus Value through Illusion, Deception,  
    and Fraud ...................................................................................... 296 
          4 Production of Surplus Value through Parasitic Participation ........ 299 
 5 Summary ....................................................................................... 300 
 5.3 The Societal Use of Body Capital ................................................... 301 
 5.4 Individual Use of Body Capital ........................................................ 310 
 

6. Learning Capital ........................................................................... 315 
 6.1 The Origin and Effects of Learning Capital ..................................... 319 
           1 Learning in the Form of Imitation and Modification ...................... 319 
       2 Learning as Education and Growth .............................................. 321 
           3 Learning under the Conditions of Capitalization  
          (Learning Capital) ......................................................................... 330 
           4 The Interaction of the Three Forms of Learning .......................... 338 
 6.2 Surplus Value of Learning Capital................................................... 340 
  1 Production of Surplus Value through Educational Labor ............. 340 
           2 Production of Surplus Value through Supply and Demand ......... 347 
  3 Creation of Surplus Value through Illusion, Deception,  
     and Fraud ..................................................................................... 350 
           4 Production of Surplus Value through Parasitic Gains .................. 352 
  5 Summary ...................................................................................... 354 
 6.3 Societal Use of Learning Capital ..................................................... 355 
           1 The Expansion of Education and the Dissemination of  
          Learning Capital ........................................................................... 357 
           2 Concealment Tactics in the Capitalization of Learning ................ 360 
           3 Science and Learning Capital ...................................................... 368 
       4 Learning Capital and Equity ......................................................... 379 
 6.4 The Individual Use of Learning Capital ........................................... 386 

         
7. Forms of Capital and Equity ........................................................ 393 
 7.1 Forms of Capital and Their Volumes............................................... 393 
 7.2 Breadth and Density of Distribution in the Forms of Capital ........... 401 
 7.3 Democracy and Forms of Capital .................................................... 404 
 7.4 Equitable Regulation of the Forms of Capital ................................. 415 

 
Index of Charts ................................................................................... 425 
References ........................................................................................ 427 


